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Book Reviews
Ancona, George. The Pinata Maker = EI pinatero. Harcourt Brace, 1995.
ISBN 0-15-261875-9. $16.95. 40 pp.

•

K-6

NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

PB

In this book, George Ancono introduces us to the amicable artisan Tio
Rico, a pinata maker in a village in southern Mexico. Follow this creative
man's step-by-step procedures in both text and colorful photographs as he makes
a beautiful swan pinata. The traditional star pinata is also explained. Tio Rico
uses his creativity to make distinctive pinatas, masks, and puppets for all kinds
of celebrations.
The author has included both English and Spanish text. This book could
be enjoyed by people of many age groups and used in a variety of situations.
The colorful photographs, which are the main focus as each page is turned,
make this an interesting, real-life, read-aloud picture book for younger children.
Parents, children, and teachers could use it as a how-to book to make a pmata
for a school or family party. Older children or adults could use it to expand on
their knowledge of Spanish or English .

••••

Bawden, Nina. The Real Plato Jones. Clarion, 1993. ISBN 0-395-66972-3.
$13.95. 166 pp.

B

5+

FI

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Plato Constantine Jones is named after both of his grandfathers, Plato for
his Greek grandfather, Nikos Petropoulos, and Constantine for his Welch
grandfather, Constantine Llewellyn Jones (CU). Both served in the resistance
in World War II. CU came home a hero; Nikos returned to his village in
disgrace. Part of the time, Plato feels Welch, and part of the time he is more
Greek, but all the time he is the friend and protector of his divorced mother.
When they return to Greece for Nikos' funeral, Plato learns the true story of his
two grandfathers and of their former friendship.
The character development in this book makes it memorable. Each one is
described with meticulous care, each action defined, each situation true to the

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1994

1

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 15 [1994], Iss. 3, Art. 5

18 Brigham Young University
life of the character. This is a very rewarding book to read, but the plot does
not move as fast as children may like .

••••

Bezzant, Pat. Angie. Fawcett Juniper, 1994. ISBN 0-449-70440-8. $3.99.
170 pp.

A

8+

FI

Reviewed by Chris Crowe

Angie opens a window into the life of a bright, learning-disabled (LD) high
school student. Many students and adults have stereotypical notions of LD
students; this book will dispel those.
Angie is an intelligent, sociable sixteen-year-old. Her learning difficulties
frustrate her, but not nearly as much as they frustrate her hard-driving mother.
Angie's mother has high hopes for her daughter: college, a career, success.
Angie's learning difficulties present some real and challenging roadblocks for
her academic success and have also presented, in her own mind, barriers to
social success. Because of her shyness and poor self-image, she is surprised
when Steven, the handsome boy next door, shows an interest in her. With
Steven's help and friendship, Angie emerges from her shell and discovers that
she is likeable and much stronger than she had ever thought.
Bezzant tells the story from a first-person point of view, and by doing so
draws the reader into the mind of an LD high school student. Readers will gain
a clearer, probably a more realistic, image of LD peers when they read of
Angie's struggles and frustrations . One thing is quite clear: she is not stupid.
But it will also be clear to young adult readers that students who learn and think
differently from the others are every bit as human, every bit as sensitive as any
other teenager.
The female narrator and the plot which centers on high school romance,
may attract more female readers than male. However, most readers will enjoy
the engaging plot, and any sensitive reader, male or female, will enjoy reading
Angie, and seeing the world through another's eyes .

••••

Bond, Nancy. Truth to Tell. Macmillan, 1994. ISBN 0-689-50601-5. $17.95.
325 pp.

A

6+

FI

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

"Life just isn't fair," says Tucker, "and I don't know why we teach
children to expect that it will be." Well, it certainly doesn't seem fair to Alice.
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Without consulting her, Alice's mother takes a job assisting Mrs. Fairchild, who
is writing a book. Alice is uprooted from her home and school in England to
relocate halfway across the world in New Zealand. Even worse, Alice and her
mother leave behind only a note for Alice's stepfather, who is away on one of
his frequent job-hunting trips. Mrs. Fairchild's mansion, where they are to live,
turns out to be a neglected shambles of a place, and the job turns out to be more
one of housekeeper and nursemaid to the reclusive old woman than research
assistant. Beyond dealing with an unfamiliar place, new school, trying to adjust
to life and her duties at Florestan, and missing her stepfather, Alice must come
to terms with her own coming of age. She wrestles with her dawning
understanding of her parents' relationship, a clearer view of who her mother and
stepfather are, and she comes to recognize her own strengths.
The flyleaf makes much of the mystery surrounding Alice' s paternity, but
that is only a small part of the story. Rather, this is the story of a young girl
grappling with a life over which she has no control. Alice must cope with some
of life's most difficult situations: moving away from all that is familiar, the
possible loss of a parent, and making the transition from childhood to young
adulthood. Gradually, Alice learns to focus less on the events in her life and
more on her ability to deal satisfactorily with these events.
Bond puts us firmly into New Zealand of the 1950s. We can see the
countryside, the mansion , and the school. With an unerring knack for getting
a young girl 's reactions and feelings just right, Nancy Bond paints a clear and
true picture of a young teenager. Alice is neither too well able to deal with her
problems, nor too ineffectual. Alice' s vacillation between emotional outbursts
and withdrawal are well within the bounds of how a young girl would act and
do not interrupt the flow of the story. The reader knows this girl. Some of us
may feel we have been this girl. It is a beautifully told tale .

••••

Brooke, William J. A Brush with Magic. Illustrated by Michael Koelsch.
HarperCollins, 1993. ISBN 0-06-022973-X. $14.89 . 137 pp.

A

4-7

FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

When the Chinese peasant Li finds a baby boy in a basket, the only clue
to the boy's past is the artist's brush clutched in his small fist. Li keeps and
raises the boy, who has a magic gift. With his brush he can make pictures so
realistic that they come to life. But life in a village means working hard,
without much chance for dreams. So Li doesn' t see Liang's gift- he only hears
the boy talking crazy . And Liang grows determined to get to the Emperor's
court, where everyone will recognize his remarkable gift.
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William Brooke is a master of the expanded fairy tale. His motto is
"Magic is seldom what it seems," and his wonderful stories bear that out. This
story, based on a Chinese folk tale, carries the reader into a complex world
where dreams are magic, magic can be evil, and love is unexpected and sweet.

••••

Bunting, Eve. Flower Garden. Illustrated by Kathryn Hewitt. Harcourt Brace
& Co., 1994. ISBN 0-15-228776-0. $13.95. Unpaginated.

A

Pre-K

PB

Reviewed by Ellen Riddle

A young girl and her father go to the grocery store to purchase plants.
They return home and plant them in a window box as a gift for the mother's
birthday. The illustrations in this book are vivid and cheerful, and the family
relationships are warm and close. This attractive book will appeal to both
children and adults. Its most charming feature is that it conveys the idea that
you don't need a yard to have a flower garden to brighten your world .

••••

Carl sruh , Dan K. Cannibals of Sunset Drive. Macmillan, 1993. ISBN 0-02717110-8. $13.95 . 143 pp.

•

4+

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

FI

Tired of "Goosebump" and "Fear Street" books? Pick this one up for a
good scare. Mike and his friends, who live in the neighborhood under Sunset
Hill, have been telling horror stories about the monastery on the hill for as long
as Mike can remember. As a dare, once a week they race their bikes to the top
of the hill, and the last one there must WALK THE WAU--the large rock wall
that surrounds the monastery and protects the young boys who live outside. So
far no one has fallen in and been eaten by the cannibal monks. But today is
Mike's tum! When the killer roses grab his pants, and when his feet begin to
slip, and he can't get his balance-slowly he tumbles toward the killer monks!
Great book, great story, great characters! Mike is a very funny kid. Some
of his thoughts and comments give this story a hilarious twist. At times even
his parents seem to be willing for him to be the monks' next dinner. My
fourteen-year-old son and I read this book aloud together and there were times
we couldn' t continue reading for the laughter. And yet ... who will be the
cannibal monks' next meal?

••••
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Carmody, Isobelle. The Gathering. Dial Books-a Division of Penguin Books,
1994. ISBN 0-8037-1716-4. $15.99. 279 pp.

•

9-12

FI

Reviewed by Raphael Johstoneaux

Young adult readers will welcome Isobelle Carmody's first U.S.
publication, The Gathering. This mystery, filled with strange and weird
happenings can be likened to those of Stephen King, but without the sex and bad
language.
Unhappy with having to move again, particularly to the town of Cheshunt,
and leave his old high school behind, Nathaniel wonders why his mother moves
so frequently. The new town literally stinks because of the slaughterhouse, or
is it only that? Both the faculty and students at his new school seem strange.
On the first day a group of students confronts him for apparently no reason,
only adding to his confusion. Eventually he meets several others who are also
plagued by Mr. Karle and the "boys." Nathaniel and his friends somehow feel
a Call, a summons from the unknown to resist the others, who are bent on
destruction. They know they must fight against the evil power, but why? and
how?
When Nathaniel fulfills a seemingly innocent school assignment on the
history of the town, he fmds himself and his friends drawn into its dark and
macabre past. They must confront the evil in order to bind it; they must fight
with all their power to save themselves from either being killed or locked away
in an asylum.
Numerous themes emerge in this book: good vs. evil, friendship, parentchild relationships, love and hate, faith, endurance.
This well-written book appeals to both adults and young adults. It's
guaranteed to keep you turning the pages. I challenge you to put it down .

••••

Christopher, John. A Dusk of Demons. Macmillan Publishing Company, 1994.
ISBN 0-02-718425-0. $14.95. 175 pp.

B

4-7

FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Fans of John Christopher's Tripods Trilogy will enjoy this book.
Fourteen-year-old Ben has lived as an orphan on a small island with Mother
Ryan, her two daughters, Paddy and Antonia, and the mysterious Master who
is served by all but mostly keeps to himself. The place is apparently earth, in
a future time when the people have given up on technology and equated it with
evil. The people are ruled by "demons," and at specified times they gather
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together around an old building, and the demons come and fly around their
heads, promising that those who sin will be destroyed.
The Master dies unexpectedly, and Ben is told that the Master was his
father. While Ben and Paddy are fishing on a nearby island, their house is
bombed, and Mother Ryan and Antonia are taken away. Ben and Paddy set out
to reunite their family. Ben's life is in danger, but he doesn't know why. In
the end they discover that only a few people in the world believe in the Dark
Lord, and the Demons are merely projections created by the technology the
people have been taught to shun.
The story is readable though there are many questions left unanswered at
the end. The ending is too abrupt. Perhaps it is the beginning of another
series. The reader is left not knowing the significance of Ben's life .

••••

Cohen, Daniel. Ghosts of the Deep. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1993. ISBN 0-39922435-16. $14.95. 103 pp.
A

5-9

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

NF

Do you believe in ghosts? Or do you just like a good ghost story? Or do
you find the whole idea ludicrous, but enjoy other people's reactions to "true"
ghost stories? Any of these choices is reason enough to read this volume of seagoing ghostly tales. It is claimed that all the stories are true, and they are rather
well documented by eye-witness, first-person accounts. There is the story of
British Admiral Sir George Tryon whose ship sank in very unusual
circumstances in the Mediterranean, and whose ghost was seen by numerous
guests at his wife's party in London that very night. What about the story of
Benjamin Webster, director of the Haymarket Theatre in London in 1841, who
was awakened in a torrential downpour one night by knocking and shouting at
his door? Webster's good friend, actor Tyrone Power (ancestor of the
American actor), was calling out that he was "drowned in the rain." But when
Webster opened the door, no one was there. This was several months before
Webster heard that his friend had been on a ship that had sunk in a storm-at
about the same time as he had heard Power's voice. These are only two of the
fascinating stories waiting for you. I would recommend this book for libraries,
home collections, boy scout leaders, and anyone else who loves a good scary
story.

• •••
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Cushman, Karen. Catherine, Called Birdy. Clarion Books, Houghton Mifflin,
1994. ISBN 0-395~8186-3 . $13.95 . 169 pp.
A

5-8

Reviewed by Donna Jorgensen

FI

Cushman's first book is written in the form of the diary of a fourteen-yearold girl. The story begins the year before her marriage and tells of the different
suitors who come to "buy" her from her father. Catherine has no interest in any
of the men who come to claim her and would rather be a monk or villager. She
is finally betrothed to an old and "shaggy" man. Her friend falls in love with
her brother, but they are not equal in station and so cannot marry. Her friend
is married off to a seven-year-old from a wealthy family , but he dies within the
year. Catherine is saved from marrying old "shaggy bear" because he dies, and
she is betrothed to his son, much to her liking.
Cushman, a historian, did careful research on medieval times before
writing this novel. The story is interesting, compelling, and a good source for
expanding the medieval curriculum. At the end of the story, Cushman includes
a commentary on the life of the medieval English family .

••••

The Dillon Press Children's Atlas. Cartographer: Malcolm Porter. Dillon
Press, Macmillan Publishing Co., 1993. ISBN 0-87518-606-8. $16.95 .
96 pp.

A

4-8

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

NF

This is an excellent world atlas for older elementary school and middle
school children. The earth's relationship in the solar system and the basic
principles of longitude, latitude, and map projections are first defined and
illustrated. The next few pages explain how to read symbols and scales, and
how to find coordinates listed in the index.
The bulk of the book presents colorful maps of the seven world continents
and the countries within each. Readers are introduced to each continent with a
physical map and a political map. "Information Panels" indicating the area,
population, capital city, and government of each country make this atlas an
excellent reference book:. The currency, religion, language, and flag of most
countries are also included. Over 4,200 place names and their coordinates are
listed in the index.

••••
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Donnelly, Judy. Survive! Could You? Illustrated by Vincente Gonzalez.
Random House, 1993. ISBN 0-679-94363-3. $9 .99. 95 pp.

•

4-6

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

NF

How would it feel to be caught up in a tidal wave or to have a tornado
strike your neighborhood? What do you do if it happens to you? The Read It
to Believe It series poses the questions and provides the answers in short
chapters enhanced by black-and-white drawings. This is one of a series of howto guides for surviving disasters of all kinds. It doesn't claim to be a complete
source of instruction, but it provides basic information from experts in disaster
and wilderness survival.
Kids love a good disaster story. As much as they might enjoy the tale, the
realism may only increase their anxiety level. This book, and others in the
series, gives kids a feel for the drama and scope of impending disaster, but it
doesn't stop there. It gives them some strategies for avoiding dealing with
catastrophes and refers them to additional sources. Perhaps more importantly,
it bolsters their feelings of competency and ability to cope with disasters. The
text is readable and engaging.

• •••

Dorros, Arthur. Radio Man . HarperCollins, 1993 . ISBN 0-06-021547-X.
$15.89. Unpaginated.

B

1-5

FI

PH

Reviewed by Gary Morley

This story portrays, in a very sketchy way, the life of a migrant family.
The family works to harvest various crops in different localities. Spanish and
English are included on the same page.
The use of the radio by the young boy in the story is realistic and
contemporary. The contribution of the migrant family to society is shown in an
honest way without being overdone. The story moves along well but is too
sketchy in places. The illustrations are simple and not technically well done, but
they communicate well and are pleasant. Colors are well chosen and pleasing.
The illustrations are well suited to the story. The book will provide new insight
for readers into the life of a migrant family. The story may also help children
appreciate the source of fruits and vegetables and the people who harvest them .

••••
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Duffy, James. Radical Red. Charles Scribner's Sons, Division of Macmillan
Publishing Co., 1993. ISBN 0-684-19533-X. $13.95. 152 pp.

A

4+

Reviewed by Lillian Deil

FI

Radical Red tells of women's struggles to receive the right to vote.
Through the eyes of twelve-year-old Connor O'Shea, the reader sees both the
efforts of suffrage leaders like Susan B. Anthony and of the male lawmakers
who were convinced that women were not capable of making decisions about
those who governed them.
Duffy places Connor in the center of the battle. Her father, Donald, is a
burly Irish policeman who views the suffragettes as dangerous troublemakers.
He blindly does what he is told by those in power--in this case, New York
Senator Phelau, who does everything he can to hinder the movement. Donald
O'Shea wants to look good and be important; when that doesn't happen he
begins drinking and abuses his wife and child.
Another view is represented by Connor's friend's father. He feels women
should have the vote ·some day.· Connor's deteriorating family situation
provides mother and daughter with the need to fight for their say at home and
in the government. The story also provides a context for Susan B. Anthony's
searching question to the New York state legislature: "If you are truthful, what
is a democracy that denies half of the people of this noble state their political
liberty and equality?"
Radical Red brings to life the conflicts and sacrifices made by many
women for over fifty years as they struggled to extend suffrage to women .

••••

Fox, Mem. Tough Boris. Illustrated by Kathryn Brown. Harcourt Brace &
Company, 1994. ISBN 0-15-289612-0. $13.95 . 27 pp.

•

Pre-2

PB

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Boris von der Borch is a tough, mean pirate; however, he has a tender side
as well. Boris is massive and fearless as all pirates are. In spite of this, when
his parrot dies, he cries and cries, just like all pirates do.
Because of the extensive research done by Kathryn Brown, the pictures
accurately depict the exciting lifestyle of pirates. The illustrations alone are
certain to interest young male readers. They are descriptive, expounding on the
simple story line. Through the pictures an additional tale is told. Boris is
furious when his fiddle is stolen; he even threatens the other pirates. However,
when he finds a young cabin boy playing the fiddle, he allows the boy to play
for the others and finally gives the fiddle to the boy to keep.
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The words used to describe Boris, as well as other pirates, are carefully
chosen, precise, and graphic. The repetition throughout the book makes it a
favorite with young children, especially beginning readers. The story has a
good moral: all people have a tender side, and it's all right to cry when
something sad happens. Mem Fox gives us another winner! It's a definite must
read.

• •••

Fry, Annette R. The Orphan Trains (American Events Series). New Discovery
Books, Macmillian Publishing Company, 1994. ISBN 0-02-725721-X.
$14.95. 95 pp.

A

4+

NF

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

To reduce the poverty and crime in New York City, from 1854 to 1929 the
Children's Aid Society sent orphaned and abandoned children to other states.
In the 1850s the problem of unwanted children in New York City had to be
dealt with. Hardly a day went by that a baby wasn't abandoned. Older children
were also orphaned or ran away. "At a time when the city's population was
around 5,000,000, the police estimated that there were 10,000 boys and girls
living on the streets." To survive, these children often formed gangs; some
stole and begged. Institutions didn't offer much of a solution. Mr. Brace of the
Christian Aid Society proposed sending these orphans into homes on the farms
of America to be part of a family. The work on a farm was never-ending, and
there was plenty to eat. So the orphaned children were put on trains and sent
out to approved families . Over a 75-year period, around 200,000 children
traveled the orphan trains. Finally, because of fmances and an increased focus
on helping needy families stay together, the practice was discontinued.
This book is very interesting; it explores a little-known practice in
America's history. It shows the ingenuity and creativity used to solve problems
in a major city. There are notes to reference information in each chapter as
well as fiction and nonfiction publications suggested for further reading.
Carefully selected photographs add to the human element of the story. While
the author shares impressions, experiences, and accomplishments from a few
children who rode the orphan trains, she explains that much of the family history
will always remain a mystery.

• •••
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Gale, David, Ed. Don't Give up the Ghost: The Delacorte Book of Original
Ghost Stories. Delacorte Press, 1993. ISBN 0-385-31109-5. $14.95.
165 pp.

•

4-7

Reviewed by Janet Low

FI

Here is a book to recommend to readers who are wondering what comes
after the ever-popular ghost stories by Alvin Schwartz. This is a collection of
original stories rather than tales collected from folklore, though several were
inspired by oral tales told to the authors as children. Twelve gifted authors,
including Mary Downing Hahn, Joan Lowry Nixon, Marion Dane Bauer, Walter
Dean Myers, and Constance Greene, are represented in this collection. For
some this was a first attempt at writing a ghost story. Others are well known
for their work in this genre.
Ghosts from the past, present, and future appear in these pages. A boy
who was killed thirty years earlier helps a lonely, clumsy boy become the hero
of his baseball team. A ghost from the year 3003 travels back in time to visit
his ancestor to learn about the confusing religion of "B-ball" or "Hoops!" A
mother, who has just died, speaks through her daughter, while another ghost is
able to persuade the laziest of fifth graders to do his homework. These stories
will interest even the most reluctant reader.
All royalties from the sale of this book are being donated to the American
Library Association to help fund their Distinguished Service to the Association
for Library Service to Children (ALCS) Award .

••••
Geisert, Arthur. After the Flood. Houghton Mifflin Company, 1994. ISBN 0395-66611-2. $16.95. 32 pp.
A

All

PB

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

While much has been said about Noah and the ark, this author postulates
what might have happened after the flood. The people seeds, which grow and
are harvested. They have families which, grow and enjoy the bounty. In time,
the area becomes too populated and some people move away. The earth is filled
once again.
The book is positive and uplifting. The lifestyle of Noah and his family
seems ideal. "There was time for the family. At night, stories were read to the
children and to the animals." The illustrations portray peace between families
and animals. The beautiful, detailed woodcarvings are a perfect counterpart to
the text. The colors are subdued with the exception of the bold rainbows on the
front and back pages. Beginning and ending with this symbol of hope illustrates
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the hope Noah and his family had, as well as the hope the reader can have for
the future.

• •••

George, Jean Craighead. The Fire Bug Connection: An Ecological Mystery.
HarperCollins, 1993. ISBN 0-06-021490-2. $13.89. 148 pp.

A

5-8

FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Maggie is a budding naturalist who is living for the summer with her
scientist parents in the Maine woods, where they are studying the effects of acid
rain on trees and animals. Maggie is watching a spider, a digger wasp, a family
of ravens, and two mother bats with babies, testing them to see how they react,
if they learn, how they think. A visitor to the camp gives Maggie some fire
bugs from Finland. He says they will surprise her with their different stages of
growth. They surprise her, all right, but not in the manner planned. They
begin to mutate, and they die before ever hatching into adult insects. Maggie
is both concerned and curious, and she begins to solve the mystery of the dying
fire bugs.
I was not initially attracted by the subtitle of this book, "An Ecological
Mystery." But the book was fascinating. The main character list must include
a spider, a wasp, and a host of ravens and bats. Maggie is engaging, and her
enthusiasm for the natural wonders around her is contagious. While we read
about her search for this fire bug answer, we learn to study and appreciate the
world of nature. I would highly recommend this book to any child who has an
interest in nature. Furthermore, it would be an excellent introduction or
supplement to a classroom science unit on nature .

••••

Heiligman, Deborah. Barbara McClintock Alone in Her Field. Illustrated by
Janet Hamlin. W. H. Freeman and Co., 1994. ISBN 0-716-76548-9.
$4.95. 60 pp.

A

3-6

BI

Reviewed by Lillian Deil

Barbara McClintock advanced the field of genetics through her study of
chromosomes and genes. In Barbara McClintock Alone in her Field, Deborah
Heiligman desCribes McClintock's lack of interest in fitting a mold even as a
child, and her intense and single-minded focus on whatever she chose to study.
She was "alone" in her field- literally a field of Indian com in which she did
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most of her experiments. Figuratively it took thirty years for other scientists to
understand and accept her work.
As a graduate student, she discovered the ten chromosomes of maize before
her professor did. Her 1951 paper at Cold Spring Harbor (Long Island)
introduced the world to "jumping genes"-genes that move around on the
chromosome and cause important hereditary changes. McClintock was so far
ahead of others in her field that they couldn't understand her work. Thirty years
later, at age 81, she received the Nobel Prize for the work she had published in
1951. Despite her lack of recognition from the scientific community, she
continued her work on the way genes effect heredity from 1951 until she died
at age ninety-one.
Heiligman's readable biography (the illustrations are uneven in quality)
introduced a scientist, born in 1902, who breaks all the stereotypes about what
a woman should do. Her passion for learning is illustrated by many examples,
including getting so lost in a final exam that it takes her twenty minutes to
remember her own name when she goes to tum it in. McClintock was generous
with her time and her knowledge, and she extended her concern to nature, once
remarking, "I hate to walk on grass because I can almost hear it screaming."
I picked up this book and couldn't put it down. I was chagrined to realize
that I had never heard of her and didn't remember her receiving the Nobel
Prize. McClintock wouldn't have cared. All her life she quietly went on with
her work. I recommend this book because it shows what one person can
accomplish through persistence .

••••

Hennessy, Barbara G. Road Builders. Illustrated by Simms Taback. Viking ,
1994. ISBN 0-670-83390-8. $14.99. Unpaginated.
A

K-3

NF

PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

A road has been planned and is ready to be built. Buddy, the boss, and
his workers, John, Ed, Fran, Joe, Jessie, and Chuck, follow through with their
jobs and the road is completed.
This publication would be a wonderful addition to the children's collection
in view of preschoolers' and first-readers' fascination with big machinery.
Perfect for reading aloud, Barbara Hennessy's simple text explains step-by-step
the process of road building. Also, a positive message about cooperative effort
definitely comes through. Simms Taback's animated but realistic illustrations
are detailed and bold. The friendly characters are consistently portrayed
throughout the book so youngsters can identify them as the pages are turned.
Numbers, names, and initials on the machinery and the characters' clothing give
the reader a lot to explore.
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Jaspersohn, William. My Hometown Library. Houghton Mifflin, 1994. ISBN
0-395-55723-2. $14.95. 47 pp.

*

K-6

NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

PB

"Come in!" begins this inviting book about William Jaspersohn' s hometown
public library in Guilford, Connecticut. The author's captioned photographs
accompany the text. The author attributes his career as a writer to his
experience with the books that Edith Nettleton, the head librarian, showed him
when he was a boy.
My Hometown Library is a thorough introduction to the range of public
library functions, from patron services to technical services. Jaspersohn
includes photographs of children listening to stories, flannel board stories, and
finger puppets used for story time. Labeled photographs of computers and
microfilm and microfiche readers help the reader understand card and
computerized card catalogs, the historical collection, and research in periodicals.
The section on checkout procedures even explains how a light pen works.
Nowadays children often to use their time for anything but reading and
going to the library. The photographs present positive images of fathers and
mothers going to the library with their children, friendly librarians helping
children choose appropriate materials to check out, parents reading to their
children, and all age groups using a variety of library facilities. At the end of
the book is a list of fiction works about books and libraries. A variety of age
groups could enjoy this publication. For example, it could be used as a readaloud book for first-graders as they prepare to go to the public library for their
first library card, or for older children to read on their own and contrast the
services and layout of their own local public library. It will be evident to the
reader that the Guilford Free Library is a vital community resource .

••••

Lasky, Kathryn. The Librarian Who Measured the Eanh. Illustrated by Kevin
Hawkes. Little, Brown and Company, 1994. ISBN 0-316-51526-5.
$16.95. 48 pp.

A

2-5

PB

BI

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Two thousand years ago a very curious baby, Eratosthenes, was born in
Greece. His curiosity made him ask questions at home, at school (gymnasium),
and throughout his adult life. Eratosthenes first became an author, then a tutor
to the king's son, and then the head librarian at the Alexandria Museum.
Obsessed with geography, Eratosthenes devised an ingenious plan for measuring
the earth's circumference, because Greeks knew the world was round. His
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calculation of 252,000 stades, or 24,662 miles, is only two hundred miles
different from the modern-day figure. The excitement of Greek intellectual
curiosity is captured in this text, and the reader learns much about life in ancient
Greece.
Both Lasky and Hawkes include bibliographies to document their research.
Acrylic paintings add interesting detail to the text. By careful observation,
readers will discover that Greek Olympians competed unfettered by clothing.
Young readers will be engaged by Eratostheses' life. Lessons in Greek history,
mathematics, and problem solving will be enhanced by exploring this book.
Public and school libraries should include it among their biographies .

••••

Lynch, Chris. Iceman. HarperCollins, 1994. ISBN 0-06-023341-9. $14.89.
181 pp.

A

10+

FI

Reviewed by Chris Crowe

During adolescence kids struggle to discover their identities. Fourteenyear-old Eric, the narrator of leeman, struggles very hard to discover his. He's
good at hockey, but he likes only the violence of the game, so he's not a hockey
player; old odd McLaughlin, a worker at the local mortuary, is Eric's only
friend, but Eric doesn't really like him; Eric hates school and rarely attends;
he's not a good student. Because he's quiet, violent, and drawn to the macabre,
everyone, especially his parents, fears that Eric is an adolescent psychopath.
But he' s not. He's violent in hockey to please his dad, he befriends McLaughlin
because he has no one else to befriend, he's macabre because the dying and
dead have more feelings and listen to him better than either of his parents. In
the course of the novel Eric has some dark moments and makes some painful
discoveries about himself and others, but in the end he begins to find himself.
And, fortunately for him, he likes what he finds.
This novel , with its violence, occasional profanity, and necromania, will
bother some readers, even though there is nothing that is graphic or gratuitous.
Lynch's protagonist is as troubled by these events as some readers might be; as
readers we move with Eric through experiences that lead to the first glimmers
of recognition of self. In Eric Lynch has developed an oddly likeable character,
a character who will certainly appeal to some adolescents. Though the hockey
scenes are exceptionally vivid and realistic, this novel is more than just a sports
book. Overall , it lacks the personal impact of Lynch's first book, Shadow
Boxer, but not by much. Readers will care for Eric despite his antisocial ways,
and they will root for him as he wrestles to discover his real self.

••••
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Leavitt, Melvin. Grena and the Magic Pomegranate. Illustrated by Beth
Wright. Carol rhoda Books, Lerner Group, 1994. ISBN 0-87614-760-0.
$13.95. Unpaginated.

*

3-adult

FI

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

PB

The beloved child of a magical prince from a land where no human dares
to go is dying. The prince travels to an alien land to beg Grena, a healer, to
come at once to rid his child of the evil magic that drains her of life. Despite
her fears, Grena uses her magic and her medicines to save the child. She takes
her reward, a pomegranate unlike any other, and returns to her people. Once
home, Grena must face the envy and distrust of her neighbors, who shun her for
helping their feared enemy.
This tale of faithfulness and honor is beautifully written. The theme is a
familiar one of virtue rewarded, but the enchanting setting sets it apart from
other fairy tales. The luminous illustrations complement the text perfectly and
serve to maintain the other-worldly feel of the book. The paintings of this land
"southwest of sunrise" and its people are strange enough to be engaging without
being at all harsh or bizarre--you can sense the humanity there and you feel for
all the characters. This is a lovely and insightful book .

••••

MacLachlan, Patricia. All the Places to Love. Illustrated by Mike Wimmer.
ISBN 0-06-021099-0.
$12.00.
HarperCollins Publishers, 1994.
Unpaginated.

A

Pre-l

PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

The day Eli is born his grandmother wraps him in a blanket made from her
sheep's wool and holds him up to the open window for him to see all the places
to love. Grandfather carves Eli's name on a rafter in the bam beside the names
of other family members. As he grows, Eli experiences the meadows, fields,
river, and woods with his family, each sharing with him a favorite place. With
his grandfather, he awaits the birth of his sister. Grandfather carves "Sylvie"
on the rafter, and Eli knows that he will now help teach her all the places to
love.
MacLachlan has created another heartwarming story of family love and
traditions. The gentle pleasures chronicled in the text are enhanced by exquisite
paintings filled with warmth, respect, and love. Wimmer's son is named Eli,
and the paintings suggest that the artist feels an intimate connection with this
story. Places is to be experienced on an emotional level. It could, however,
be read by families who are expecting a new baby as a useful discussion starter
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or in the classroom to encourage students to create stories about their own
families .

• •••

Martell, Hazel Mary. What Do We Know about the Celts? Peter Bedrick
Books, 1993. ISBN 0-87226-363-0. $16.95. 45 pp.

B

S-8

NF

Reviewed by Janet Low

In a very easy-to-browse format, this book attempts to define who the Celts
were, where and how they lived, their culture and beliefs, and their interactions
with other cultures. This book includes a table of contents, simple maps, a
timeline, glossary, and index. Most of the text is arranged as captions to the
numerous photographs; drawings of artifacts are used to introduce each new
topic.
Despite its readability and the tremendous amount of information covered
in just forty-five pages, the reader is left confused on points as basic as who the
Celts were. The author notes that Greeks knew them as the Keltoi, and the
Romans called them Gauls. Yet several references speak of the Gauls and Celts
as separate groups. And though maps show the movement of the Celts across
the European continent, there is no explanation or time period given for the
Celts entering the British Isles, the ultimate stronghold of the Celtic culture.
Overall, the book is interesting and informative, but there are a few gaps in its
coverage.

• •••
Martin, Jane Read. Now Everybody Really Hates Me. Illustrated by Patricia
Marx. HarperCollins Publishers, 1993. ISBN 0-06-021294-2. $13 .89.
Unpaginated.
C

Pre-3

FI

Reviewed by Gary Morley

PB

Though I appreciate the thoughts of the young girl portrayed in this book,
I do not appreciate the tone and feeling of the story. The main character is
mean, bratty, selfish, and demanding. She is inconsiderate and unkind to her
brother and parents. The illustrations are harsh and poorly done. There is a
feeling of clutter in most of the pictures. The story leaves me with negative
feelings. I would not recommend the book for children .

••••
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Meltzer, Milton. Cheap Raw Material. Penguin Group, 1994. ISBN 0-67083128-X. $14.99. 167 pp.

*

5+

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

NF

Children have always worked; they have been required to do their part of
the family chores. However, at times, working has deprived them of an
education, health, and occasionally even life. Children were some of the first
slaves held in bondage. As time progressed, children continued to be exploited,
doing dangerous jobs and working long hours. Meltzer explains the history of
children working, including legislation aimed at preventing exploitation. This
legislation has only partially solved the problem in America. In other countries,
child labor is still prevalent. Meltzer asserts that even today, some four million
children ages fourteen to eighteen are legally employed; another two million
work illegally. He includes first-person accounts of working conditions, tells
young people what can be done, and lists guidelines concerning teenage jobs.
Meltzer's research is extensive and accurate; he includes a comprehensive
bibliography and source notes. The book is complete and explicit. Several
poignant photographs add to the intensity of the book. Junior high and high
school libraries should definitely carry this book .

••••

Mills, Lauren. Tatterhood and the Hobgoblins: A Norwegian Folktale. Little,
Brown, 1993. ISBN 0-316-57406-6. $15.95. 28 pp.

A

K-3

FI

PB

Reviewed by Renate Smith

Tatterhood is misunderstood. Her mother, the queen, considers Tatterhood
unruly. Tatterhood is very unlike her twin sister, Isabella, who is the epitome
of perfection. The queen decides to shun Tatterhood. Still, the sisters love each
other deeply despite their differences, and when Tatterhood leaves to fend off
the hobgoblins, Isabella quietly slips away to help her. Tatterhood uses her
uncouth mannerisms to fight the hobgoblins, which have turned Isabella into a
cow. Isabella is rescued, thanks to her sister, but as they are sailing for home,
a storm kicks up. When they reach shore, an army of knights arrives, and the
king asks for Isabella's hand in marriage. Isabella insists that if she is to marry
the king, then Tatterhood must marry the king's brother. Tatterhood refuses,
but she agrees to ride with the prince to his brother's wedding. Tatterhood asks
the prince why he thinks she dresses in rags, rides a goat, and carries a wooden
spoon. When he answers that she is free to make her own decisions and that
she should pay no attention to those who judge her unfairly, she agrees to marry
him.
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The illustrations in this book are lively and magical. The most pleasing
aspect of the pictures is their uniqueness. The faces of the characters are drawn
in a charming, elfm style. Mills has done a superb job of retelling this
Norwegian folktale.
She encourages odd, misunderstood, or ridiculed
individuals to fly. Children who are ignored or teased will find comfort and
hope in this story about a girl who lives fearlessly and will be no one but
herself, despite the hard blows that befall her .

••••

Moore, Robin. When the Moon Is Full. Alfred Knopf, 1994. ISBN 0-67985642-0. $15.00. 134 pp.

•

7-8

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

FI

This collection of six moody and marvelous traditional Pennsylvania
mountain tales, handed down from one generation to the next, rings with a true
sense of place and time. Moore's evocative prose makes the images clear. The
thread of supernatural events weaves from one tale to the next, but each story
has its own flavor and pace. Each begins with everyday events, the suspense
building as events unfold. These are not tales of strange aliens, but of
commonplace occurrences involving ordinary people. The resolution feels just
right. There is a feeling of people getting their just rewards and things coming
right in the end. The tales are authentic and true to ~heir point of origin.
Each of these tales is beautifully crafted. The stories are wonderful to read
in their own right, and they give readers a taste of mountain folklore. This
collection shows that North American oral tradition is just as rich as those of
Africa, Europe, and other recognized sources of folk tales .

••••

Murphy, Catherine Frey. Songs in the Silence.
Macmillan Publishing
Company, 1994. ISBN 0-02-767730-3. $14.95. 188 pp.

A

4-7

FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Eleven-year-old Hallie is having a difficult time dealing with her little
brother's recent accident. When he screams, Hallie runs up from the beach to
find the barbecue tipped over and Josh's clothes on fire. Instead of doing
something, Hallie freezes. A neighbor is right behind her to help and Josh ends
up in the hospital. Hallie can't get over her feeling of failure. To make matters
worse, her mother has decided she shouldn't see Josh while he's in the hospital.
As the story opens, Hallie has gone down to the beach on their island to get in
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a small boat and think. The boat drifts out and is engulfed in fog. Hallie falls
out and can't seem to find the top of the water. "Although she knew that
nobody would hear her, she cried out, ' Help!' SWIM BACKWARD. The voice
seemed to come from all around Hallie as if the fog itself had spoken." The
voice calms and advises her until she is safely on the beach.
She eventually learns that two pilot whales (Globicephala melaena) have
strayed into the harbor. The male whale appears to be sick, and the other (a
female) is keeping him company. Scientists and the Coast Guard are concerned
for the whales' safety. Hallie realizes she has been communicating with the
female whale (who says her name is Melae and her sick friend is Globo) . The
whale gives her peace and teaches her that we are not alone in the world and
that we can only do what we can do.
This book is fairly well written. The "lesson" is obvious but subtle. I
enjoyed the story and Hallie's development, but I wish the whales were less
"human. "

••••

Murphy, Jill. A Quiet Night In. Candlewick Press, 1993. ISBN 1-56402-248X. $12.95. 24 pp.

A

Pre-2

Reviewed by Sharon Isaacson

PB

Mother and Father Large want a quiet night in because it's Father Large's
birthday. Mother Large gets the children ready for bed early. Father Large
comes home very tired. He sits on the sofa. The children want a story before
they go to bed. Father Large agrees and starts to read but doesn't fmish because
he has fallen asleep. Mother Large takes over reading but soon she too is fast
asleep. The children cover them up with a blanket and then creep upstairs so
Mom and Dad can have a quiet night in.
Murphy's books are fun and appealing to both young and old. Adults can
relate to Mr. and Mrs. Large and their everyday dilemmas. Children will love
the colorful pictures.

• •••

Orlev, Uri. Lydia, Queen of Palestine. Houghton Mifflin Company, 1993.
ISBN 0-395-65660-5. $13.95. 170 pp.
A

4-8

FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Lydia is Jewish, Romanian, and ten years old when World War II begins
to affect her life. Her parents have recently divorced, and her mother struggles
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to survive, all the while dealing with a precocious, stubborn, imaginative
daughter. Much of the time-since she refuses to stay in school-Lydia is left
alone in the apartment. She fills this time by making up stories about her dolls.
When the war comes too close, she is quickly shipped to a kibbutz in Israel
without her mother. How she manages to survive, and even thrive in these
situations, makes a delightful story of wit and courage. Lydia is the sort of
protagonist children will love (just the sort of child I should like to put over my
knee occasionally!) She dares to act in ways many children aren't able to. She
has a brash disregard for form and protocol and this helps her to survive.
Told in first person, this story was originally written in Hebrew. Uri
Orlev has won several awards for his two previous children's novels, and I think
this book will also be received with delight, especially by children .

••••

Phillips, Ann. A Haunted Year.
$14.95. 174 pp.

A

4-7

Macmillan, 1994.

ISBN 0-02-774605-4.

Reviewed by Janet Francis

FI

Florence is a ghost-story sad heroine, bred with life in late Victorian
England and her two aunts (who are not typical for their time and place).
However, Florence hasn't the necessary passivity for a classical ghost story, and
when she tries to create a spell to become acquainted with a mysterious boy in
the photo album, she fmds herself enmeshed in a relationship she can neither
sever nor endure. George is a figure from the family's past, but his evil
intentions now focus on the present-or is Florence only imagining the
demanding playmate she wanted?
Good ghost stories are hard to come by, and this one will hold the attention
of readers of all age levels. Even the ending doesn't really disappoint .

••••

Rosenberg, Jane. Play Me a Story: A Child's Introduction to Classical Music
Through Stories and Poems. Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1994. ISBN 0-067984391-4. $25.00. 45 pp.

A

2-5

NF

PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Rosenberg's original story poems and illustrations are combined with a CD
of seventeen excerpts of classical compositions, from Mozart's "Sleigh-ride" to
Joplin's "Maple Leaf Rag." In the introduction, Rosenberg suggests how
parents and teachers can make music come alive for children.
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The poems reflect the theme or mood of the music and are rendered by a
male or a female voice at the beginning of each excerpt. The female voice is
high-pitched and works well as Baby Yaga, but it is somewhat grating in the
other story poems. The musical performances are enjoyable; Rosenberg, a
talented poet and artist, has created an entertaining approach to classical music.
She notes that music will speak to children "with or without stories and picture. "
I agree, and I would like to see the excerpts presented with and without the
poems. Without the poems, children are freer to create their own stories for the
music. This book should still be a welcome addition in many homes,
classrooms, and libraries. Librarians should note that the CD is stored in a
pocket attached to the inside back cover: this may cause some problems with
keeping the book and CD together during multiple circulations .

••••

Rosenberg, Maxine B. Hiding to Survive. Clarion Books (a Houghton Mifflin
Company imprint), 1994. ISBN 0-395-65014-3. $15 .95 . 166 pp.

•

4+

NF

BI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

I have read many books on the Holocaust, but this one is unique. It is a
collection of the stories of fourteen children who were individually rescued from
the Holocaust by non-Jews and saved from almost certain death at the hands of
the Nazis. Always there was the terrible fear, both on the part of the children
and their protectors, that they would be discovered and exterminated. Also
always present was the fear that the children would never see their parents
again, a fear that proved valid in many instances. Many of the children lived
with loving families, but some found themselves in terrible circumstances,
suffering great privations, yet grateful for their lives.
Each chapter starts with an actual picture of each child, then follows an
account of the events surrounding the child's confinement. Rosenberg has
intensively interviewed each one so that the details are as close to the actual
happenings as possible. At the end of each chapter, there is another picture of
the individual as an adult along with a brief "postscript" as to what they are
doing today and how their experiences have affected their lives. Many
"postscripts" also contain information about their rescuers. Rosenberg asked
each person why he or she thought other people risked so much to save them.
Most answered that the families who saved them usually hid more than just one
child, and that they believed in the sanctity of life-even the life of a Jewish
child who was considered the enemy-and could do no less than try to preserve
it. Most of the children kept in touch with their rescuers throughout their lives.
Many, when they became adults, made visits back to the old countries and had
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happy reunions with these people.
This is a remarkable story of an
extraordinary group of people who risked their lives to save the children .

••••

Salisbury, Graham. Under the Blood-Red Sun. Delacorte, 1994. ISBN 0-38532099-X. $15.95. 246 pp.

•

7+

FI

Reviewed by Chris Crowe

Salisbury's first young adult novel, The Blue Skin of the Sea, is a story of
a young boy coming of age on the Kona Coast of the island of Hawaii in the
1960s. The book won a number of awards, including the PEN/Norma Klein
Award, ALA Best Book for Young Adults, and a School Library Journal Best
Book of the Year.
His second novel, Under the Blood-Red Sun, the story of a JapaneseAmerican boy on Oahu during the beginning of World War II, is also certain to
win many awards. Both books should be required reading in Hawaii secondary
schools.
In Under the Blood-Red Sun, Tomikazu Nakaji, the Hawaii-born son of
poor Japanese parents, feels very much at home in Hawaii. His best friends,
haole [Caucasian] Billy and brothers Rico and Mose who are Portuguese, form
the nucleus of a baseball team, the Rats. This team provides Tomi with stability
and loyalty when the anti-Japanese paranoia grips Oahu after the Pearl Harbor
attack, and when Tomi's father and grandfather are taken away from his family.
Tomi's experiences cause him to consider many issues: his identity, how to deal
with bullies and racism without bringing dishonor on his family, and the
importance of families and family heritage.
As he did in Blue Skin of the Sea, Salisbury has created an engaging cast.
Tomi and his friends attend Roosevelt Junior High and playa hotly contested
baseball game against the Kaka'ako Boys. Their language has the lilt and sway
of authentic Hawaiian pidgin, a rhythm Salisbury is able to reproduce without
the nonstandard spellings many writers use when trying to create authentic
dialect. Tomi's conflicts are real, personal and agonizingly difficult: he loves
his oji-wan [grandfather] but is also ashamed of him, he wants to get even with
bully Keet Wilson but also wants to respect his father's wishes not to bring
shame on the family name, he wants to be an American but he also wants to
appreciate his Japanese heritage, and he wants to keep his family together, but
the war is tearing it apart. Readers will care for Tomi and will ache with him
as he faces the hardships of the early days of the war.
Besides getting a first-hand adolescent view of life on Oahu during the
genesis of World War II (September 1941 to January 1942), readers will also
learn that despite their different ethnic backgrounds, kids are kids and people are
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people. Some are bad,or even very bad, but fortunately, some like Tomi and
his family and friends, are good, even very good .

••••

Simon, Seymour. Wolves. HarperCollins Publishers, 1993.
022531-9. $15.89. Unpaginated.

•

2+

NF

ISBN 0-06-

Reviewed by Marlene Mabey

PB

Can you tell the difference between the wolf--the real animal--and the
fables we've created about the wolf? If you can't, this is the book for you.
Researchers and casual readers will find this book interesting. The text presents
the physical characteristics, habits, family activities, and natural environment of
wolves. The full-page photographs are show-stoppers: sharp, clear, closeups
of wolves on the move and relaxing.
Simon has written many highly acclaimed science books for young readers,
and Wolves matches up to the rest of them. Pick up this book and meet the real
wolf.

• •••
Sirof, Hariet. Because She's My Friend. Macmillan Co., 1993. ISBN 0-68931844. $14.95. 183 pp.

B

5-7

FI

Reviewed by Sandy Call

When two girls, from different backgrounds and heritages, become friends,
exciting and fun things happen. Teri D' Angelo is the shy, well-behaved "baby"
of an extended Italian-American family. Sophisticated Valerie Ross prides
herself on not caring what anyone thinks. Teri feels like St. Jerome in the
desert because her mother's pregnancy means leaving her old neighborhood and
friends. Valerie is devastated by a freak fall that leaves her leg paralyzed.
Although these two find and comfort in each other, they also fmd conflict
and pain. Each girl learns to appreciate and respect her family more. As they
pass through a difficult year, they also learn to value themselves. Their rich but
short-lived friendship gives each girl what she needs .

••••
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Taylor, C. J. Bones in the Basket. Tundra Books, 1994. ISBN 0-88776-3448. $17.95. 32 pp.

B

4-6

FI

PB

Reviewed by Nancy Alder

This collection of myths which explains how humans came to be, reflects
the beliefs of seven Native American cultures. The simple text and evocative
illustrations work together to convey the cultures' teachings.
The "bones" of the title refers to the belief of the Modoc people that the
creator collected bones from the spirit world in order to people his world. But
"bones" could refer to the stories as well. None is well developed--there is no
rich language, and little imagery. The text seems to offer just the bare bones
of the myth. The illustrations are better. The beautiful use of light and the
layers of images clearly show the belief common to all Native American peoples
that the spirit world and natural world intersect and are inextricably linked.
The value of this book lies in the bringing together of myths from a
number of Native American tribes to show similarities and contrasts .

••••

Thesman, Jean. Cattail Moon. Houghton Mifflin Company, 1994. ISBN 0395-67409-3. $14.95. 197 pp.

A

6-10

FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Fifteen-year-old Julia Foster lives with her mother and stepfather in Seattle.
Her greatest love is music, both instrumental (piano) and vocal. Her mother
thinks music is foolishness, not at all what a "popular" girl should pursue. Julia
has no interest in being "popular" -beyond the normal desire to fit in
somewhere. Because of their constant conflict, Julia goes to live with her father
and grandmother in a small town near the Cascade Mountains. The only
problem is that there is no one to study music with. During her year in the
country, Julia makes new friends and encounters the ghost of a young woman
(Christine) who left her true love to study opera in New York. As Julia learns
more about Christine and more about herself, she is able to take a firm stand for
her future and be true to herself. In the process she helps her boyfriend, Luke
do the same.
Strong in the tradition of Thesman's Rachel Chance and The Rain
Catchers, this book features romance, mystery, and growth. The values
represented are positive, and the characters learn to balance the need to respect
others while respecting themselves. Julia realizes that her mother "needs to
have everybody around her doing, saying, and wearing what she wants so that
she feels safer herself," but that she doesn't have to be everything her mother
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wants in order to be a good person. She is determined to live her life one step
at a time and find her way.

••••

Tivers, Jacqueline, and Michael Day. The New Viking Children's World Atlas:
An Introductory Atlas for Young People. Penguin Books, 1994. ISBN 0670-85481-6. $11.99. 47 pp.

A

K-3

NF

PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Introduce young readers to the world they live in with this colorful readaloud atlas by Jacqueline Tivers and Michael Day. Basic map and geography
concepts such as map symbols and map coloring are explained at the beginning
of the book. The authors have placed two children, Sam and Sarah, in the text,
and as the children travel, the small world map shows in red which country they
are visiting. Children will enjoy finding the pictures of Sam and Sarah as the
pages tum to each new country. In addition to the bright and colorful map
symbols that indicate crops, animals, industries, and recreation spots,
photographs of important cities and physical features will also catch the child's
interest as the text is being read. An excellent addition to a school or home
library collection!

••••
Treviiio, Elizabeth Borton de. Leona: A Love Story. Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 1994. ISBN 0-374-34382-9. $15.00. 151 pp.

A

5-8

FI

Reviewed by Rachael Williams

Leona is a delightful young lady who frustrates her proper Spanish relatives
with her impUlsive behavior and inquisitive mind. As the daughter of a Spanish
mother and a Mexican father, Leona is caught between the two worlds at war
during the Mexican Revolution. She sympathizes with the Mexican people for
the injustices they have endured, and she becomes totally converted to the
Insurgent cause when she meets Andres, a young revolutionary. When Andres
goes off to join in the fighting, Leona is determined to help the revolutionaries
from home. For the love of her country and Andres, Leona sells nearly all her
possessions and buys a much-needed printing press to publicize the Insurgent
cause. She then makes a perilous and exciting journey to rejoin Andres. The
Insurgents are finally victorious, and Leona and Andres are reunited to start
their life together.
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Leona is actually based on the life of Leona Vicario, who was given the
title "Heroine of the Independence" for her role in helping the Insurgents in the
Mexican War for independence. The author's note at the end tells how much
is known about the real Leona and how much Trevmo made up. The book also
uses some Spanish words, which are printed in italics and defined in a glossary.
Leona has enough historical and cultural information to make the book a
learning experience, and enough adventure and romance to keep a young
reader's attention.

• •••

Waber, Bernard. Lyle at the Office. Houghton Mifflin, 1994. ISBN 0-39570563~. $14.95. Unpaginated.

C

K-3

PB

Reviewed by Ellen Riddle

Lyle the crocodile is back for another adventure. His usual charming self,
he receives many job offers and opportunities to endorse products. In every
case the Primms decline without ever consulting Lyle or giving him a chance to
reply for himself. Their hurried responses include repeated assurances that Lyle
is happy with his life just as it is. One wonders if the Primms are trying to
convince themselves of Lyle's happiness rather than the person offering Lyle a
position. This serious weakness mars an otherwise funny story .

••••

Wallace, Bill. Blackwater Swamp. Jacket art by Tim Tanner. Holiday House
Inc., 1994. ISBN 0-8234-1120-6. $15.95. 185 pp.

•

4+

FI

Reviewed by Marlene Mabey

A lonely swamp in Louisiana, an alligator turtle, a series of unsolved
burglaries, a switch, a bear, a ferocious lime tree, and a fifth-grade boy are
some of the elements of this fast-paced adventure story.
Ted and his family move to the bayou country of Louisiana. Ted hears the
stories of the witch of Blackwater Swamp but doesn't think they are more than
stories. But after seeing the "witch," he's not sure anymore. She lives out in
the swamp in an old shack with a bunch of animals. Ted's new friend Jimmy
tells Ted that the "witch" is responsible for the break-ins that have kept the
whole town on edge. When Ted stumbles onto the stolen items in Jimmy's
garage, everything becomes clear. Jimmy's cousin and mom scare Ted into not
telling what he has seen and heard. Jimmy's cousin Bubba gets some of the
men in town riled enough to chase the old woman out of town. Ted tries to

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1994

27

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 15 [1994], Iss. 3, Art. 5

44 Brigham Young University
outrun the mob in an attempt to warn her but she is already expecting them.
Her reputation as a witch and her animal friends help to frighten the men off
and hold Bubba captive until the sheriff comes.
Wallace has written another adventure that keeps you turning pages. If you
liked Trapped in Death Cave you will like Blackwater Swamp .

••••

Westall, Robert. Shades of Darkness: More of the Ghostly Best Stories of
Robert Westall. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1994. ISBN 0-374-36758-2.
$17.00. 310 pp.

*

9+

FI

Reviewed by Chris Crowe

Westall fans will be pleased to discover this posthumous collection of
classic Westall short fiction: ten previously published tales and one ("The
Cats") debuting in this collection. The stories, like those collected in other
volumes, In Camera and Other Stories and Demons and Shadows: The Ghostly
Best Stories of Robert Westall, are finely crafted (like the British antiques that
frequent Westall's tales), benign "ghost" stories. There is no gore or gratuitous
terror in any of these stories, but all are eerie and provocative, as spooky as an
ancient English castle.
Westall's writing sparkles with sharp and lively images. Here's an
example from "The Boys' Toilets." Students from a girls' school are
temporarily moving to a long-vacant boys' school for classes. This scene
describes their march through the neighborhoods:
Then the marching columns came to a miserable little humpbacked bridge
over a solitary railway line, empty and rusting. Beyond were the same
kind of houses, but afflicted by some dreadfulness, of which the symptoms
were a rash of small windowpanes, flaking paint, overgrown funeral privet
hedges, and sagging gates that would never shut again. And then it
seemed to grow colder still, as the slum clearances started, a great empty
plain of broken brick, and the wind hit them full, sandpapering faces and
sending gray berets cartwheeling into the wilderness. (148-149)
Mature young adult readers will best enjoy this book-they'll savor the
style and fine writing that's a Westall trademark, and they'll appreciate the
glimpse into modem and World War II-era British life. Less mature readers
will enjoy the "twilight zone" aura that haunts each of these delightful and
smooth tales. And even we mossy old readers will find plenty of pleasurable
reading in this excellent collection of short fiction .
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Westray, Kathleen. A Color Sampler. Ticknor & Fields, 1993. ISBN 0-39565940-X. $14.95. 28 pp.

*

1-6

NF

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

PB

This book does an excellent job of explaining color theory. Most books
for children stop after explaining the color wheel and the standard color
groupings (such as complementary). This book does that very well and then
demonstrates the interaction of colors in various combinations. For example,
"the same color looks lighter against black and darker against white" and "when
two colors fill areas of very different sizes, the color in the smaller area will
jump or pop. "
This is a book to enjoy and learn from. Simple text and illustrations are
suitable for both young and older readers .

••••

Wood, Audrey. The Tickleoctopus. Illustrated by Don Wood. Harcourt, Brace
& Company, 1994. ISBN 0-15-287000-8. $14.95. Unpaginated.
A

Pre-3

PB

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Can you imagine living without laughing or playing? Bup, a young cave
boy, and his family live such a life. Until, quite by accident, Bup discovers a
pinkish creature with wiggly arms called the tickleoctopus. For the first time
in man's history, people smile and laugh. The tickleoctopus helps the cave
people learn to play and celebrate. Near the end of the book, we see a family
engrossed in watching television. The text reads:
There are no more saber-toothed tigers, giant cave bears, or woolly
mammoths. And, sad to say, the Tickleoctopus is gone, too.
The reader turns the page and is asked, "Or is it?"
Considering the busy lifestyle of most families, this book teaches a timely
lesson. While the story is pleasant, it may be difficult to read aloud unless the
reader is fluent in cave language or spends time preparing beforehand. The
book includes cave talk such as "Ah eee eee om na gab!" which, of course,
means the tickleoctopus.
The irregular edge of the book, complete with a cutout and a smiling Bup
peeking out, attracts immediate attention. Several of the pages have cutouts and
foldouts to double the illustrations. The cave people, complete with missing
teeth and bones in their noses, are believable and fun to look at.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1994

29

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 15 [1994], Iss. 3, Art. 5
46 Brigham Young University
My daughter fell in love with the book and insisted on taking it to
preschool to share with friends. Much to my dismay, the loved book returned
in two pieces. The book may not be sturdy enough for library use .

••••

Woodruff, Elvira. Dear Napoleon, I Know You're Dead, But. . . Illustrated
by Noah and Jess Woodruff, 1992. ISBN 0-8234-0962-7. $13.95. 220
pp.

B

5-8

FI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

At first, it seems like a simple enough assignment to Marty Bellucci, a
fourth grader at Midbury Elementary: write a letter to someone famous. Marty
decides to write to Napoleon, and he asks him a lot of questions. Marty's
interest in Napoleon first started when Gramps, who now lives in a nursing
home, told Marty all about the famous man. However, when Miss Gerbino,
Marty's teacher, sees who the letter is addressed to, she tells him he has to write
to someone who is alive so they can write back to him. Letting his mind
wonder and imagine, Marty he next writes to Vincent van Gogh, President
Lincoln, and Thomas Edison. The other kids make fun of him until he starts
getting letters back. Gramps mails all of Marty's letters, and it is off to the
nursing home to try to discover the secret courier service that has made the mail
deliveries through time. Through the last letter he receives from Vincent van
Gogh, Marty learns a lesson that helps him deal with his grandfather's death and
gives him a sense that Gramps will live on in his heart.
This is a fun, interesting way to look at history and fantasy. Woodruff,
with the help of her two teenage sons, who did the illustrations, has written an
imaginative story that includes relationships between family members of
different generations and relationships between two young boys. Right up to the
last page, Woodruff keeps you guessing about the letters. Are they real, are
they fake, or does it really matter? Boys and girls both will find this a fun,
intriguing read.

• •••

Wright, Richard. Rite of Passage. HarperCollins Children's Books, 1994.
ISBN 0-06-023420-2. $12.89. 151 pp.

A

11-12

FI

Reviewed by Elizabeth Crowe

Wright's never-before-published Rite of Passage tells the tale of Johnny
Gibbs, a fifteen-year-old black boy who grows up in Harlem in the late 1940s.
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Johnny is a model student and lives in a happy, loving home. Then he learns
that his parents are actually foster parents and that the state has decreed it is
time for him to go to a new home. Johnny, devastated by the discovery, runs
away. He joins a violent gang, beats up the leader, and becomes the new
leader. Feeling there is no alternative to gang life, Johnny reluctantly
participates in his first violent crime.
A powerful book, Rile of Passage was written almost forty years ago.
Wright's purpose in writing it was to expose the reader to Harlem's troubled
black youth. Characterization is thin, suggesting that there are many such
Johnnys. A thoughtful afterword by Arnold Rampersad of Princeton University
expounds on Wright's work, Rile of Passage in particular. A rather complex
and graphic book, it might work best with high school seniors who are studying
the America of the 194Os.

• •••

Yolen, Jane. Here There Be Dragons. Illustrated by David Wilgus. Harcourt
Brace & Company, 1993. ISBN 0-15-209888-7. $16.95. 149 pp.

A

6+

FI

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

A book of stories and poems about dragons written by Jane Yolen, master
of fantasy, is just about irresistible, isn't it? Some of the poems and stories
have been published before, but some are new. The stories are charming and
engrossing, and the poems are fun and thoughtful. The hard cover volume,
printed on rich, creamy paper, includes haunting and beautiful full-page pencil
drawings by David Wilgus. that are haunting and beautiful. I enjoyed this book
very much and would recommend it to anyone who enjoys good fantasy .

••••
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